SLDAF MINUTES
Minutes of the meeting of the Skye and Lochalsh Drug and Alcohol Forum held in Tigh Lisigarry, Portree on Thursday 26th March 2009 at 12.30 pm.

PRESENT: Donald Beaton (Chairman), John Norman MacDonald, Jim Towers, Rod Richard, Alex Jones, Chrisanne MacDonald, Alaisdair MacKenzie, Annie Davidson, Lesley Hellon, Duncan MacLean and Don Esson.
APOLOGIES: Kath McAvoy, Kate Earnshaw, Jeanette Laird-Measures, Vicki Samuels, Catherine MacKinnon, John Gordon, Marjory Jagger, Chris Crichton, Mary MacKinnon, Dianne Henderson, Dick Johnston and Liz Featherstone.
1. WELCOMES: Donald welcomed everyone to the meeting and apologies were noted as above. Jim Towers, Local involvement & Consultation Worker for Skye & Lochalsh, was attending his first Forum meeting and introductions were made round the table.
2. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING: The minutes of the meeting held on 20th November were adopted PROPOSED: CHRISANNE MACDONALD. SECONDED: ANNIE DAVIDSON
3. MATTERS ARISING
Donald reported on the feedback from other areas on the use by young people of caffeine based products such as Red Bull. It was agreed that a hundred copies of the caffeine leaflet that we produced last year would be printed by SLCVO. 50 copies will be sent to Portree High School and 50 to the Portree High School Hostel.
4. ACTION PLAN 
4.1 ACTION PLAN 2008-09 UPDATE
Chrisanne noted that at the Community Planning meeting they had been told that all Action Plans must link in with Single Outcome Agreements. She asked Donald to flag up at HDAAT how local Forums will help meet these targets.

Annie Davidson and Don Esson are hoping to have the use of a multi purpose interview room in the Elgin Hostel. It is understood that a feasibility study is being carried out into the use of the rooms at the Elgin Hostel and Annie will speak to John MacDonald for an update.

Don Esson reported on the favourable report of Neil Turner’s Drop-in Clinic on Eorpa and on BBC Alba.

Donald informed members that the new Strada Training Calendar was available.
A Servewise On Licence Personal Licence Holders Course was held in the Police Station Portree on February 24th and March 3rd and another course has been arranged there for 31st March.
4.2 ACTION PLAN 2009-10
Donald is currently working on the 2009-10 Action Plan based on the information collated at the Review and Planning Day meeting in February. He asked that any further issues that any members wished to see included be sent to him as soon as possible. Once he has completed the Plan he will send out the Draft for approval.
4.3 SMALL BIDS
There are no outstanding bids under this scheme at present.
4.4 SKYE RECOVERY CENTRE UPDATE
The concerns raised at the November meeting were discussed at meetings of the Sub. Group on January 6th and on January 30th. It was re-iterated once again to Dr Nel that organisations represented on the Sub. Group and the Drug and Alcohol Forum could only support the Skye Recovery Centre Project if the service being offered was available to everyone in the area, and not only to people attending church. Despite this being made clear on 6th January, Dr Nel was still talking of a church based project on the 30th January. It was agreed that there was a need in the area for the project as originally planned but if Dr Nel was insisting that it be church based, the current Sub. Group members would have to withdraw their support.
Dr Nel attended a meeting of Church of Scotland representatives in Kyle on the 7th March and Jeanette Laird-Measures gave a presentation on current alcohol trends in Skye and Lochalsh. It appears now that the Church of Scotland is willing to help SRC by providing volunteers and venues but will not provide financial assistance if the group is not going to be church centred. It does not look as if this project will now continue.

Donald was asked to contact Dr Nel and Gerry Robson to confirm whether or not there was any prospect of moving this forward and report back to Forum members.
5. HIGHLAND DRUG AND ALCOHOL ACTION TEAM (HDAAT)
Despite several attempts no meeting of Forum Chairs has been arranged to discuss the issues previously raised with HDAAT. At present Maureen Doig is trying to arrange a meeting for the week commencing 11th May.
6. ROUND TABLE UPDATE
Donald updated members on the Scottish Government’s latest plans to tackle alcohol misuse, Changing Scotland’s Relationship with Alcohol: A Framework for Action, which was launched on 2nd March. Proposals include introducing minimum prices based on the strength of drinks, banning irresponsible promotions like 3 for 2 and below-cost selling, restricting the display and marketing of alcohol to specified areas in shops, allowing licensing boards to consider introducing an off-sales purchase age of 21, and introducing a social responsibility fee for some retailers.
Donald reported that the two bids submitted for funding from the alcohol allocation were successful.

NHS Highland will be advertising soon for a 2 year fixed term contract person whose job will be part time early intervention worker (screening and brief interventions in GP practices) and part time support worker.

The Councils in Alcohol in Skye and Lochalsh, Lochaber and Ross and Cromarty were awarded funding to train some of their counsellors for working with youngsters under 18 years old. This new service will be available for youngsters at High School who are experiencing problems either through their own drinking or living at home with parents who are misusing alcohol. Donald will arrange this training and co-ordinate the project on behalf of the three areas.

Donald also reported that the alcohol awareness talks for Primary 7 pupils will be delivered between April and early June. This project is part funded by SLDAF.

Alaisdair updated members on the numbers of licensed premises that had converted their licenses under the 2005 Act which is due to be fully implemented on 1st September 2009. For Skye and Lochalsh 108 Premises Licence Applications have been received, 34 have been granted but not issued yet, and 74 are pending. 58 Personal Licence Applications have been received to date and 38 have been granted but not yet issued.

For the Ross, Skye and Lochaber area covered by Alaisdair 73 Premises Licence Applications have been granted and 62 are pending. 222 Personal Licence Applications have been received and 194 granted.
There will be 4 Licensing Standards Officers have been appointed throughout Highland and Liz Treasurer, a former Police Officer in Lochaber, will be covering our area. There will only be one Licensing Forum in Highland and it will be based in Inverness.

Don Esson reported that the YMCA Outreach Worker’s post was currently being reviewed. The plan is to have a Children’s Services Officer and this will tie in with the 10-14 early intervention programmes. This would fit in with youth development and the peer education project. An application for funding for a three year post is being prepared. Don passed round a copy of a brochure “Achieve Your Potential” produced by a group in the Borders who ran a similar project.

Chrisanne flagged up the Funding Fayre in April and said that there would be the opportunity to meet with funders.
Alex Jones raised concerns around the misuse of prescribed medication and the possibility of daily dispensing for some patients. He raised these concerns at a meeting with GPs at Portree Medical Practice and they will speak to the Chemist in Portree to see whether or not this would be feasible. Donald agreed to speak to Kate Earnshaw to flag up these concerns and seek to ascertain whether this issue has been identified in other localities throughout Skye and Lochalsh.

Chrisanne reminded members that the SLCVO would be pleased to have any items for inclusion in the local e.bulletin on the web site from any group.

Annie Davidson informed members that the Girls’ Group were one of 12 winners of the Big Challenge competition to produce a game based on alcohol use. They will receive £5,000 to develop the game and Jess Austin, whose placement with Annie is over, is working as a volunteer with the Girls’ Group and will help them develop the game over the summer.
Duncan MacLean’s Police Report showed that since the meeting on 20th November 13 drink related incidents were recorded and 7 persons were arrested, of which 4 were issued with fixed penalties in line with Anti-Social Behaviour legislation and 3 reported to the Procurator Fiscal. 

There were 2 recorded incidents for youth/alcohol of which 1 resulted in an alcohol seizure.

50 drink driving incidents involving road side breath tests on drivers were recorded for this period. 10 persons have been reported to the Procurator Fiscal for drink drive offences and this is a decrease of two on the previous review period.
During this period 73 persons and 12 dwelling houses have been searched under Misuse of Drugs legislation. 18 persons have been reported for drugs offences since the last meeting. Seizures have included suspected cocaine, diazepam, cannabis and cannabis resin. There has also been a significant amount of BENZYLPIPERAZINE which is a non controlled substance. The BENZYLPIPERAZINE is a substitute for ecstasy and has similar effects and can be purchased over the internet.

Jim Towers handed out copies of the Highland Community Care Forum leaflet.

.7. AOCB
There were no items for discussion under this heading.

8. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 2nd June 2009 at Tigh Lisigarry, 12.30 p.m.
DONALD G BEATON
2nd April 2009
